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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let things 
on earth be glad, for the Lord hath 
wrought might with His arm; He hath 
trampled on death by death; He hath 
become the first-born of the dead. 
From the bowels of Hades hath He 
delivered us, and hath granted great 
mercy to the world. 
 

Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 3. 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the 
cave to give birth to God the Word 
ineffably, Who was before all ages. 
Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the 
gladsome tidings; with the angels 
and the shepherds now glorify Him 
who is willing to be gazed on as a 
Young Child Who before the ages is 
God.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 4. 
Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our 
fathers. 

Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 
Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40 

    BRETHREN, by faith Abraham 
sojourned in the land of promise, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. For he looked forward 
to the city which has foundation, 
whose builder and maker is God. 
    And what more shall I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
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and Samuel and the prophets - who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, received promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched raging fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, won strength out 
of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight. Women 
received their dead by resurrection. 
Some were tortured, refusing to 
accept release, that they might rise 
again to a better life. Others suffered 
mocking and scourging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they 
were tempted, they were killed with 
the sword; they went about in skins 
of sheep and goats, destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the 
world was not worthy - wandering 
over deserts and mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. 
    And all these, though well attested 
by their faith, did not receive what 
was promised, since God had 
foreseen something better for us, 
that apart from us they should not be 
made perfect. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Matthew 1:1-25 

    The book of the Genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
    Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
and Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, and Judah the father of 
Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Aram, and Aram the father 
of Amminadab, and Amminadab the 
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the 
father of Salmon, and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse 
the father of David the king. 
    And David was the father of 
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and 
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 
and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa 
the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and 
Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz 
the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah 
the father of Manasseh, and 
Manasseh the father of Amon, and 
Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah 
the father of Jechoniah and his 
brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. 
    And after the deportation to 
Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of 
Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the 



 

father of Abiud, and Abiud the father 
of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of 
Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, 
and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud 
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the 
father of Matthan, and Matthan the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of 
whom Jesus was born, who is called 
Christ. 
    So all the generations from 
Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations, and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon fourteen 
generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
fourteen generations. 
    Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was 
found to be with child of the Holy 
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. But as he considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 
she will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins." All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel" (which means, God with 
us). When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took his wife, 
but knew her not until she had borne 
a son; and he called his name Jesus. 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

St. Ignatius the Godbearer (Dec. 20th) 
    Saint Ignatius was a disciple of Saint 
John the Theologian, and a successor 
of the Apostles, and he became the 
second Bishop of Antioch, after 
Evodus. He wrote many epistles to the 
faithful, strengthening them in their 
confession, and preserving for us the 
teachings of the holy Apostles. 
Brought to Rome under Trajan, he was 
surrendered to lions to be eaten, and 
so finished the course of martyrdom 
about the year 107. The remnants of 
his bones were carefully gathered by 
the faithful and brought to Antioch. 
He is called God-bearer, as one who 
bare God within himself and was 
aflame in heart with love for Him. 
Therefore, in his Epistle to the Romans 
(ch. 4), imploring their love not to 
attempt to deliver him from his 
longed-for martyrdom, he said, "I am 
the wheat of God, and am ground by 
the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may 
be found to be the pure bread of 
God." 
From goarch.org 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
December 23 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Thursday 
December 24 

3:30 pm Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

Friday 
December 25 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
6:00 pm 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – Nativity of Our Lord 
Vespers, Litia 

Saturday 
December 26 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

 
5:00 pm 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy (Synaxis of Theotokos) & 
Memorial 
Vespers 

Sunday 
December 27 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – Protomartyr Stephen 

 

 
Announcements: 

 Happy name day to Anastasia Kelly (Dec. 22nd). 

 Happy birthday to Scott Burren (Dec. 20th), Luke Yanka, and Eva 

Pitsillides (Dec. 23rd). 

 Nativity Fast: Please see the calendar for the fasting rules. 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 

 Do you like Romanian carols?  You are cordially invited 

tomorrow, Sunday, December 20, starting at 3pm EST (New York 

time) to a concert of Romanian carols broadcast LIVE on the 

Facebook page of our Metropolia: https://fb.me/e/Gvs0hahv. 
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