A CSACmDACNIACDACSNI IO RCSIDR DI CONIAC~DCNDIdCDCDD CDhCNDh~DdCONDBC~D *

Db NN~ DD~

ol ool ool I wl o

DL Ionol Jo ol Jop ol Jar ol Jop ol Joreol ool Jo ol ool ool ool ool Jon oL J¢

oasorio

i oL JoNO]. 1oL JONOT 100l JonNOT. JOZoL JONNOL. 10Ol JonNO L JOP oL JORNOL. JOZZOL JORNOL. 1070l JONNO T JOoL Jonwo)

ic lxc

NI @ KA

-9

PARISH BULLETIN

HOLY ARCHANGHEL MICHAEL'S ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

L No. 248/28 February 2021 )

Thirty-Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost; Sunday of
the Prodigal Son

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode PI. 1.

Let us worship the Word, Who is
unoriginate with the Father and the
Spirit, and from a virgin was born for
our salvation, O believers, and let us
sing His praise. For in His goodness
He was pleased to ascend the Cross
in the flesh, and to undergo death,

and to raise up those who had died,
by His glorious Resurrection.

Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 3.

Foolishly | sprang away from Thy
great fatherly glory, and dispersed in
wicked deeds the riches that Thou
didst give me. With the Prodigal |
therefore cry unto Thee now: | have
sinned against Thee, @)
compassionate Father. But receive
me in repentance; make me as one of
Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 1.
Psalm 11.7,1
You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man
has failed.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to
the Corinthians 6:12-20

Brethren, "all things are lawful for
me," but not all things are helpful.
"All things are lawful for me," but |
will not be enslaved by anything.
"Food is meant for the stomach and
the stomach for food" -- and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for immorality, but
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for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body. And God raised the Lord and
will also raise us up by his power. Do
you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall | therefore
take the members of Christ and
make them members of a prostitute?
Never! Do you not know that he who
joins himself to a prostitute becomes
one body with her? For, as it is
written, "The two shall become one
flesh." But he who is united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him.
Shun immorality. Every other sin
which a man commits is outside the
body; but the immoral man sins
against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, which you
have from God? You are not your
own; you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body and in
your spirit which belong to God.

The Gospel According to
Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: "There
was a man who had two sons; and
the younger of them said to his
father, 'Father, give me the share of
the property that falls to me.' And he
divided his living between them. Not
many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there

he squandered his property in loose
living. And when he had spent
everything, a great famine arose in
that country, and he began to be in
want. So he went and joined himself
to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would gladly have
filled his belly with the pods that the
swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to
himself he said, 'How many of my
father's hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, but | perish
here with hunger! | will arise and go
to my father, and | will say to him,
'Father, | have sinned against heaven
and before you; | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat
me as one of your hired servants.'
And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance,
his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and embraced
him and kissed him. And the son said
to him, 'Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his servants,
'‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put
it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and bring the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and make merry; for this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found." And they began to
make merry. Now his elder son was
in the field; and as he came and drew
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near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. And he called one of
the servants and asked what this
meant. And he said to him, 'Your
brother has come, and your father
has killed the fatted calf, because he
has received him safe and sound.’
But he was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, 'Lo,
these many years | have served you,
and | never disobeyed your

command; yet you never gave me a
kid, that | might make merry with my
friends. But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your living
with harlots, you killed for him the
fatted calf!" And he said to him, 'Son,
you are always with me, and all that

is mine is yours. It was fitting to
make merry and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive;

he was lost, and is found.""
3k 3k %k

Word of the week — Reflection
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Through the parable of today's Gospel,
our Saviour has set forth three things for
us: the condition of the sinner, the rule
of repentance, and the greatness of
God's compassion. The divine Fathers
have put this reading the week after the
parable of the Publican and Pharisee so
that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal
Son our own wretched condition --
inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far
from God and His Mysteries -- we might
at last come to our senses and make

haste to return to Him by repentance
during these holy days of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought
many great iniquities, and have persisted
in them for a long time, oftentimes fall
into despair, thinking that there can no
longer be any forgiveness for them; and
so being without hope, they fall every
day into the same and even worse
iniquities. Therefore, the divine Fathers,
that they might root out the passion of
despair from the hearts of such people,
and rouse them to the deeds of virtue,
have set the present parable at the
forecourts of the Fast, to show them the
surpassing goodness of God's
compassion, and to teach them that
there is no sin -- no matter how great it
may be -- that can overcome at any time
His love for man.

Our Holy Father Nicholas Planas

Saint Nicholas Planas was born in 1851
A.D. on the island of Naxos in Greece. He
was married as a teenager and soon after
ordained to the diaconate and then the
priesthood. His wife reposed soon after
and so he assumed the burden of being a
widowed father and a parish priest. He
was known for his zeal in serving the
liturgy, especially his habit of serving the
Divine Liturgy every day for 50 years.
Many altar boys would see him radiating
light or raised off the ground while
serving the liturgy. Being so revered by
his parishioners, he became known as
“Papa,” which is an affectionate term for
a parish priest. Papa Nicholas reposed in
1932 and was formally canonized as a
saint in 1992.

From goarch.org
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Liturgical Schedule for this week
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W/\eﬂir;:;zay 6:00 pm | Paraklesis
Saturday 10:00 am | Divine Liturgy & Memorial (Saturday of the
March 6 Souls)
5:00 pm | Vespers
Sunday 9:00 am IV!ajcins .
March 7 Divine Liturgy — Sunday of the Last
10:00 am | Judgement

Announcements:

e Triodion began last week: See calendar for fasting rules.

e Bible Study on Revelation: Thursday at 7pm. Please contact Fr. John
for the link.

e Remember the Archdiocese Bible Studies and Spiritual seminars
see website and search for: Bible Study to see program (7 pm
Thursdays — each Thursday of the month has a special program).

e School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the

local schools.

e Church cleaning: Please sign up for a time.
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16 Romanian Avenue, Southbridge, Massachusetts, 01550, P.O. Box 823 (508) 765-5276
www.stmichaelorthodox.com
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