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Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode Pl. 1. 

Let us worship the Word, Who is 
unoriginate with the Father and the 
Spirit, and from a virgin was born for 
our salvation, O believers, and let us 
sing His praise. For in His goodness 
He was pleased to ascend the Cross 
in the flesh, and to undergo death, 
and to raise up those who had died, 
by His glorious Resurrection. 

 
Seasonal Kontakion. Mode 4. 

To the flowing streams today of River 
Jordan comes the Lord and cries 
aloud to John the Baptist, and He 
says, “Be not afraid to baptize Me 
now; for I have come to save Adam, 
the first-formed man.”   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 2. 
Psalm 27.9,1 

O Lord, save your people and bless your 
inheritance. 

Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my 
God. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter 
to Timothy 4:5-8 

    TIMOTHY, my son, always be 
steady, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfil your 
ministry. 
    For I am already on the point of 
being sacrificed; the time of my 
departure has come. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not 
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only to me but also to all who have 
loved his appearing. 

 

The Gospel According to  
Mark 1:1-8 

    The beginning of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 
written in the prophets, 'Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, 
who shall prepare your way; the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.' John was 
baptizing in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And there 
went out to him all the country of 
Judea, and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel's hair, and had a leather 
girdle around his waist, and ate 
locusts and wild honey. And he 
preached, saying, "After me comes 
he who is mightier than I, the thong 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

*** 
Word of the week – Reflection 

Prophet Malachi (Jan. 3rd) 

    The Prophet Malachi ("messenger 
of God") is the last of the twelve 
minor Prophets, and also of all the 
Prophets of the Old Testament. He 
prophesied in the days of Nehemias, 
a wise man among the Jews, who 
also held a high and powerful 
position in the court of Artaxerxes 
the Long-armed, King of the Persians, 
who reigned from 465 to 424 B.C. 
Malachis' book of prophecy is divided 
into four chapters; he foretold the 
coming of Christ as the Sun of 
Righteousness (4:2). 
Synaxis of the 70 Apostles (Jan. 4th) 

    The Seventy Disciples and Apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ are those 
Whom our Saviour chose in addition 
to the Twelve and sent forth unto the 
work of preaching. With the passage 
of time, others were added to their 
number by the Holy Apostles, who, 
with the accompaniment and 
assistance of the Seventy, were 
preaching the Gospel of Christ in 
various lands. Although their number 
eventually exceeded seventy, they 
were all nonetheless referred to as 
"of the Seventy" out of reverence for 
the number of Apostles which the 
Lord chose. 
    After the Passion, Resurrection, 
and Ascension of our Lord, and after 
Pentecost, on which all the Apostles 
and men and women disciples of 
Christ, together with the Most Holy 
Theotokos (some 120 in number), 
were gathered in the upper chamber, 



 

they received the grace of the All-
holy Spirit and went forth 
throughout the ends of the world, 
everywhere preaching and teaching 
the Gospel of Christ, and leading to 
the true Faith the peoples who were 
sunk in the darkness of impiety and 
idolatry. 
Martyrs Theopemptus and Theonas 

(Jan. 5th) 
    When the persecution of 
Diocletian broke out in 290, Saint 
Theopemptus, a bishop, was taken 
for his confession of Christ, and 
convicted Diocletian to his face for 
his error and ungodliness. Remaining 
unhurt after cruel tortures, he was 
given poison to drink, which had 
been prepared by a sorcerer named 
Theonas. Protected by divine grace 
from this also, he drew Theonas to 
Christ, and after other torments, was 
beheaded. Saint Theonas was cast 
into a pit and buried alive. 

Theophany (Jan. 6th) 
    About the beginning of our Lord's 
thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, 
who was some six months older than 
Our Saviour according to the flesh, and 
had lived in the wilderness since his 
childhood, received a command from 
God and came into the parts of the 
Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
repentance unto the remission of sins. 
Then our Saviour also came from 
Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and 
received baptism though He was the 
Master and John was but a servant. 
Whereupon, there came to pass those 

marvellous deeds, great and beyond 
nature: the Heavens were opened, the 
Spirit descended in the form of a dove 
upon Him that was being baptized and 
the voice was heard from the Heavens 
hearing witness that this was the 
beloved Son of God, now baptized as a 
man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 
3:1-22). From these events the Divinity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great 
mystery of the Trinity were 
demonstrated. It is also from this that 
the present feast is called "Theophany," 
that is, the divine manifestation, God's 
appearance among men. On this 
venerable day the sacred mystery of 
Christian baptism was inaugurated; 
henceforth also began the saving 
preaching of the Kingdom of the 
Heavens. 

St. Domnica of Constantinople (Jan. 
8th) 

    Saint Domnica was from Carthage. 
During the reign of the Emperor 
Theodosius the Great, she came with 
four other virgins to Constantinople, 
where she was baptized by Nectarius, 
the Patriarch of Constantinople. She 
remained in Constantinople and 
became known for her extreme 
asceticism, the miracles that she 
worked, and the grace of prophecy that 
adorned her. She lived until the days of 
the Emperors Leo and Zeno, reposing in 
peace about the year 474. 
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Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Tuesday 
January 5 

6:00 pm Vespers, Litia – Theophany 

Wednesday 
January 6 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
6:00 pm 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – Theophany (Holy Water) 
Vespers 

Thursday 
January 7 

10:00 am 
Divine Liturgy – Synaxis of St. John the 
Baptist 

NO LITURGY 
January 9 

5:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday 
January 10 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy – St. Gregory of Nyssa 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy name day to Fr. John, John DeAngelis, Yannis Mironidis, 

Yannis Pena, and Ioanna Pitsillides (St. John the Baptist – Jan. 7th). 

 Happy birthday to George Rapsomanikis (Jan. 4th). 

 School snack drive: Please bring individually-wrapped snacks for the 

local schools. 

 Strict Fast Tuesday the 5th:  For the Great Feast Day of Epiphany 

/Theophany  
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