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Epiphany 
    The sixth of January is the feast of the Epiphany. Originally it was the 
one Christian feast of the “shining forth” of God to the world in the human 
form of Jesus of Nazareth. It included the celebration of Christ’s birth, the 
adoration of the Wisemen, and all of the childhood events of Christ such as 
His circumcision and presentation to the temple as well as His baptism by 
John in the Jordan. There seems to be little doubt that this feast, like Easter 
and Pentecost, was understood as the fulfillment of a previous Jewish 
festival, in this case the Feast of Lights.  
    Epiphany means shining forth or manifestation. The feast is often called, 
as it is in the Orthodox service books, Theophany, which means the shining 
forth and manifestation of God. The emphasis in the present-day celebration 
is on the appearance of Jesus as the human Messiah of Israel and the divine 
Son of God, One of the Holy Trinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  
    Thus, in the baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus identifies Himself with 
sinners as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1.29), 
the “Beloved” of the Father whose messianic task it is to redeem men from 
their sins (Lk 3.21, Mk 1.35). And he is revealed as well as One of the Divine 
Trinity, testified to by the voice of the Father, and by the Spirit in the form 
of a dove. This is the central epiphany glorified in the main hymns of the 
feast:  
    When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan the worship of the 
Trinity was made manifest! For the voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, 
calling Thee his Beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
confirmed the truthfulness of his Word. O Christ our God, who hast revealed 
Thyself and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee (Troparion).  
    Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, and Thy Light, O Lord, has 
shone on us, who with understanding praise Thee: Thou hast come and 
revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable! (Kontakion).  
    The prophecies of Epiphany repeat “the God is with us” from Isaiah and 
stress the foretelling of the Messiah as well as the coming of His forerunner, 
John the Baptist:  
    The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make His path straight. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and 
hill brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God (Is 
40.3–5; Lk 3.4–6). 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE   
Saturday 

9:00am Divine Liturgy 
10:00am Memorial Service 

5pm Vespers 
Sunday 

9:00am Matins 
10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday 
6:00pm Paraklesis 

FEAST DAYS 
Jan. 1st – Circumcision of Our Lord 
and St. Basil the Great 
Jan. 2nd – St. Seraphim of Sarov and 
St. Sylvester 
Jan. 6th – Epiphany 
Jan. 7th – Synaxis of St. John the 
Baptist 
Jan. 10th – St. Gregory of Nyssa 
Jan. 17th – St. Anthony the Great 
Jan. 18th – Sts. Athanasios and Cyril 
Jan. 19th – St. Macarius the Great 
Jan. 21st – St. Maximus the 
Confessor 
Jan. 24th – St. Xenia 
Jan. 25th – St. Gregory the 
Theologian 
Jan. 28th – St. Ephraim the Syrian 
Jan. 30th – Holy Three Hierarchs 
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Clergy 
Fr. John Downie   fr.john_downie71@yahoo.com  

 

2021 Ladies Society Committee 
 

President: Alexandra Nasto 
Vice President: Louise Boilard 

Secretary: Debbie Thomo 
Treasurer: Mary Andreea 

2021 Parish Council 
 

President: Luke Yanka 
Vice President: Spiro Thomo 

Secretary: Debby Thomo 
Treasury: Paul Yanka 

 

Happy	  Birthday!!	  God	  Grant	  You	  Many	  More	  Years!!	  
 
January 4th – George Rapsomanikis 
January 13th – Jenny Boilard 
January 25th – Symeon Downie 
January 29th – Mary Andrea, Mary Haddad, & Kristina 
Alexander 
January 31th – Natalie Collazo 

Happy	  Name	  Day	  
Jan. 1st & 30th – St. Basil – Vasilica Tanko & 
Vasilios Nahn 
Jan. 7th & 30th – St. John the Baptist and St. John 
Chrysostom – Fr. John Downie, John DeAngeli, 
Yannis Mironidis, Yannis Pena, Jon Mitaras, & 
Ioanna Pitsillides 
Jan. 16th – St. Peter – Peter Boilard 
Jan. 17th – St. Anthony – Anthony Rapsomanikis 
Jan. 21st – St. Maximus the Confessor – Maxim 
Yanka 
Jan. 25th & 30th – St. Gregory – Gregory Downie 

 

 
Schedule a Time 

for a House 
Blessing 

 
It is important that our 

homes receive the 
blessing of Holy Water. 
You can contact Father 
by telephone, e-mail, or 
in person to arrange a 

time that is best for your 
family. 

 

 

Please	  Pray	  for:	  
Fr. John 

Mary 
Mihail 
Natalia 
Harris 
Sophia 

Constantinos 

Constantinos 
Sophia 
Sam 
Luke 

Presbytera Camelia 

General	  Assembly	  
January	  23rd,	  after	  the	  Divine	  Liturgy	  

We	  will	  elect	  new	  parish	  council	  members,	  
vote	  on	  the	  budget,	  and	  discuss	  other	  

important	  topics.	  



 
 
 

  

~ Book Corner ~ 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Book:  The  Jesus  Prayer:  For  Those  Living  in  the  
World 

 
     A practical guide to acquiring the Jesus Prayer for people living in the 
world based on the writings of the Holy Fathers and actual events and 
experiences of holy priests, monks and lay people of our times. This book 
will be of great interest to any lay person or a priest. 
 

 
 

Book:  The  Church  at  Prayer  
 
    Many readers of the addresses of Elder Aimilianos, which have been 
published in the five-volume series, Archimandrite Aimilianos, Spiritual 
Instructions and Discourses (Ormylia, 1998-2003), have frequently 
expressed the wish for an abridged and more accessible form of his 
teaching. In response, we are happy to inaugurate a new series of 
publications incorporating key texts from the above-mentioned collection. 
Other considerations have also contributed o this new project, such as the 
selection of specific texts which address important, contemporary 
questions; the need for a smaller, more reader-friendly publication format; 
and the necessity for editing certain passages in need of clarification, 
without however altering their basic meaning. Above all, the works 
collected in this volume reflect the importance which the Elder 
consistently attached to prayer, spirituality, community life, worship, and 
liturgy. 



 

Parish Life 
Christmas 2021 and Epiphany 2022 

  

 

  

  

 

 



 

 
 
  

President’s Corner 
 
01/01/2022 
 

From all of us at Saint Michael’s Parish we want to wish everyone a very happy, healthy, and blessed New Year in 2022. 
Thank you all for your continued support of our congregation, and we look forward to a great year ahead for everyone. Our 
annual General Assembly will take place on January 23rd immediately following Liturgy, please plan to attend! Also, letters 
have been sent for 2022 Stewardship commitments, please look out for those in the mail soon. We thank God for all his 
blessings and once again, Happy Blessed New Year! 

-Luke Yanka, Parish Council President (508)958-4144 

"There is nothing better than peace in Christ, for it brings victory over all the evil spirits on earth and in the air. When peace 
dwells in a man's heart it enables him to contemplate the grace of the Holy Spirit from within. He who dwells in peace 
collects spiritual gifts as it were with a scoop, and he sheds the light of knowledge on others. All our thoughts, all our 
desires, all our efforts, and all our actions should make us say constantly with the Church: "O Lord, give us peace!" When a 
man lives in peace, God reveals mysteries to him.." 

- St. Seraphim of Sarov 

   

   



 

 
 
 
    Ever been to Romania? I hadn’t, until this 
past weekend, but the country has been on my 
mind for decades. It had one of the more 
grotesque Communist dictators, Nicolae 
Ceausescu, who ruled this country with his 
ghoulish wife Elena for many years. I have 
watched the video of the Ceausescus’ 1989 
downfall more times over the years than I can 
count. It began with the dictator giving a 
speech from a balcony at the Communist 
Party headquarters. There was a vast crowd 
below, compelled to turn up to support him in 
the face of protest from the country’s far 
west. As the old man spoke, there were shouts 
from the crowd. Soon, the secret police are 
urging him to get out of there. A day or two 
later helicopter took the couple away. They 
ended up in Army custody in the countryside. 
There was a mock trial, then execution. You 
can watch the entire drama of the Romanian 
Revolution unfold here.  
    “I don’t know why I have been so 
electrified for years by that footage of 
Ceausescu on the balcony,” I said to some 
Romanians here. 
    “Because you can see how quickly 
absolute power can disappear,” said one man. 
Of course he was right. For nearly 25 years, 
the Ceausescus held the entire nation in a 
death grip. In the confusion that sweeps 
Nicolae’s face as he struggles to comprehend 
jeers from the crowd, you can watch 
everything change in a matter of moments. It 
hardly ever gets more dramatic than that. 
    When I landed in Bucharest, I told the two 
guys from the publisher who were there to 
meet me, Catalin and Ninel, that if possible, I 
would like to see the balcony from which 
Ceausescu delivered his last speech. Sure 
thing, they said; we’ll be driving right past it. 
And so we did. 
    Hello from the heart of the old town in 
Bucharest, the Romanian capital. I took this  

 
 
 
photo a few minutes ago, on my walk back 
from dinner with my hosts. They pointed out 
this “Russian Church” — so called because it 
was the last religious building authorized and 
funded by Tsar Nicholas II of Russia — is the 
university chapel. We checked to see if it was 
open late at night (it’s coming up on midnight 
here), and indeed it was. It was much darker 
in the church than the photo indicates (I’ve 
adjusted the light level so you can see details 
of the interior). Notice the back of a woman 
in a headscarf at the lower left of the photo. 
She was on her knees with a worn prayer 
book in front of her, praying into the night. 

 
    One of my hosts said to me, “Sometimes, I 
think people like her are the only thing that 
keeps everything from falling apart.” 
    I’m here for the weekend to give talks and 
interviews about Live Not By Lies. Here’s the 
Romanian (and American) cover: 

A Trip to Romania (Part 1) 
Rod Dreher, American Writer and Orthodox Christian 

 



 

 

 
    I’ve never been on the cover of any of my 
books. Golly. My hosts took me on a walking 
tour of Old Town on our way to the 
restaurant. We passed a beautiful chapel built 
in 1724, which makes it practically new in 
this city. It’s called the Stavropoleos Church, 
and having been founded by a Greek monk, 
it’s built in a semi-Byzantine style. Here is a 
corner of it: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    No doubt that one is in the East, is there? 
Here is a detail from the carved wooden 
doors: 

    Somehow, the Communists didn’t destroy 
this jewel box of a chapel, though the larger 

monastery of which it was once a part fell 
largely into ruin in the 19th century. 
    We had dinner at Manuc’s Inn, a big open-
air restaurant that in the Ottoman past had 
been an inn where traders, emissaries, and 
others lodged when they were in town. It was 
kind of kitschy, but I really loved it! It felt to 
me like I was in a Patrick Leigh Fermor story. 
    I had beer, stuffed cabbage rolls, polenta, 
and sour cream (my Orthodox hosts were 
happy to indulge this traveler with meat on a 
Friday). We had great conversation about the 
political and cultural situation here, and in the 
world. I heard some of the same sadness 
about America’s self-destruction that I’ve 
been hearing in Budapest. One of my dining 
companions said, “Maybe I’m cynical, but I 
don’t really care if America destroys itself. I 
worry that it’s going to destroy us too.” 
    “Yes,” said the man across the table. 
“Everything that starts in America eventually 
comes here.” 
    The group talked about how hard it is for 
Romanians to hold on to being Romanian 
against the gravitational pull of the West’s 
culture. They told me that Romanians 
measure themselves against the US and 
Western Europe all the time, and are 
constantly afraid of being thought of as 
country bumpkins. So much of what makes 
Romania Romania is disappearing in this 
mindless attempt to be like the West, they 
said. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    A university professor was at our table. He 
spoke at length about how distressing it is to 
deal with students today. “They know 
nothing,” he said. “They don’t even read! 
They are so conformist. They just want to be 
told what to do. I’m not talking about liberal 
or conservative things — I would be happy if 
they just wanted to step outside of themselves 
and think. But they don’t. Not even the best 
students.” 
    Later, as we were strolling back towards 
my hotel, I brought up the subject again. He 
said that he and his professor colleagues 
generally agree that the advent of 
smartphones has a lot to do with it, though he 
said that he believes pedagogical reforms 
made things much worse. I asked him what 
he thought I should emphasize most of all for 
Romanian audiences in the rounds of book 
interviews on national media I’ll be doing 
tomorrow. 
    “Tell people that this is serious,” he said. 
“That this crisis of soft totalitarianism is not 
a joke. It is real, and it has everything to do 
with their liberty and their basic humanity. 
You have to make people understand that you 
are trying to wake them up to the danger of 
something very real.” 
    He told me that as we were standing 
across a busy boulevard from this church 
(it’s blurry because the light was low): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    This is the parish where the late Father 
George Calciu preached a famous series 
of sermons. I wrote about them in Live 
Not By Lies. Excerpt: 
        For Viktor Popkov, that meant 
enduring years of harassment from the 
secret police, culminating in a 1980 
prison sentence. 
    “Maybe this will sound strong,” he 
says, “but the principles and the things 
that you confess, you need to be ready to 
die for them—and only then will you have 
the strength to resist. I don’t see any other 
way.” 
    This truth is what the Romanian 
Orthodox priest George Calciu 
proclaimed to the youth in Bucharest in 
one of his 1978 Lenten homilies—a 
sermon series that earned him a second 
stint in prison: 
    Go, young man, and tell this news to 
all. Let the light of your angelic face shine 
in the light of the Resurrection—for today 
the angel in you . . . has overcome the 
world in you. Tell those who until now 
have oppressed your divine soul: “I 
believe in the Resurrection,” and you will 
see them coil in fear, for your faith has 
overcome them. They will fret and shout 
to you in despair: “This earth is your 
paradise and your instincts are your 
heaven.” 
    Do not stop on your path, but go on, 
shining and pure, giving the light of that 
Resurrection on the first of Sabbaths to 
all. You, my friend, are the unique bearer 
of your deification in Jesus Christ, and 
with yourself you raise up the entire 
Romanian people to the height of its own 
resurrection. From death to life and from 
earth to heaven! 
 

 



 

    Shortly after giving that sermon, the 
Romanian dictatorship slapped Father 
George with a ten-year prison sentence. 
He served five, was given early release, 
and then he was expelled to the United 
States by the regime. 
    You can listen to each of the Seven 
Homilies read by a priest in this Ancient 
Faith Radio recording 
(https://www.ancientfaith.com/specials/t
he_seven_homilies). 
    Here is Father George’s mugshot after 
one of his arrests: 

    And here he was towards the end of his 
life, as an exiled priest in America: 

    I highly recommend this paperback 
collection of his sermons, interviews, and 
essays (https://www.amazon.com/Father-
George-Calciu-Interviews-
Homilies/dp/1887904212/ref=sr_1_1?dc

hild=1&keywords=calciu+george&qid=
1622839787&sr=8-1). 
    Catalin picked me up at the hotel on 
Saturday morning, and we went to a small 
Orthodox church for the day’s round of 
interviews. I can’t remember the name of 
the church, but it was a jewel box lodged 
into a leafy neighborhood. I don’t know 
what it is about these churches here, but 
every one I visited deeply impressed me 
with an intense feeling of spiritual power. 
They were beautiful in their interiors, of 
course, with beautiful icons everywhere, 
but that’s not what did it. This was 
something unseen but so tangible I could 
feel it. These places were radiant from 
centuries of prayer, some of it made under 
extremely painful conditions. 
    To me, Romania is Ceausescu, but 
Romania is also Father Calciu, and other 
confessors and martyrs of the Communist 
yoke. Here is a passage from Live Not By 
Lies that gives you an idea of the spiritual 
depth of this country: 
     
To be continued. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2022 
Saint Michael’s Romanian Orthodox Church 

Southbridge, Massachusetts 
www.stmichaelorthodox.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

St. Basil and 
Circumcision of Our 
Lord 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 
Vespers 
5:00pm 

2 
St. Seraphim of 
Sarov 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

3 4 5 
Vespers, Litia - 
Ephiphany 
6:00 pm 

6 
Epiphany 
 
Matins 
9:00 am 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00 am 
Vespers, Litia – 
St. John the 
Baptist 
6:00pm 

7 
St. John the 
Baptist 
 
Divine 
Liturgy 
10:00 am 

8 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
5:00pm 

9 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

10 
St. Gregory of 
Nyssa 

11 12 
Paraklesis 
6:00 pm 

13 14 15 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
5:00pm 

16 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

17 
St. Anthony the 
Great 

18 
Sts. Athanasios and 
Cyril of Alexandria 

19 
St. Makarios the 
Great 
 
Paraklesis 
6:00 pm 

20 
St. Euthymios 
the Great 

21 
St. Maximos 
the Confessor 

22 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
5:00pm 

23 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

24 
St. Xenia of St. 
Petersberg 

25 
St. Gregory the 
Theologian 

26 
Paraklesis 
6:00 pm 

27 28 29 
Divine Liturgy  
9:00am 
(Memorial Service 
following Liturgy 
10:00am) 
 
Vespers, Litia 
5:00pm 

30 
Holy Three 
Hierarchs 
 
Matins 
9:00am 
 
Divine Liturgy 
10:00am 

31      

 


