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Apolytikion of Thomas Sunday. Mode 3. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let things 
on earth be glad, for the Lord hath 
wrought might with His arm; He hath 
trampled on death by death; He hath 
become the first-born of the dead. 
From the bowels of Hades hath He 
delivered us, and hath granted great 
mercy to the world. 
 

Seasonal Kontakion. Mode Pl. 4. 

Though Thou didst descend into the 
grave, O Immortal One, yet didst 
Thou destroy the power of Hades, 
and didst arise as victor, O Christ 
God, calling to the myrrh-bearing 
women, Rejoice, and giving peace 
unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who 
dost grant resurrection to the fallen.   
 

Prokeimenon. Mode 3. 
Psalm 46.6,1  

Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations. 

The reading is from the 

Acts of the Apostles 9:32-42 

    In those days, as Peter went here 
and there among them all, he came 
down also to the saints that lived at 
Lydda. There he found a man named 
Aeneas, who had been bedridden for 
eight years and was paralyzed. And 
Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ heals you; rise and make your 
bed." And immediately he rose. And 
all the residents of Lydda and Sharon 
saw him, and they turned to the 
Lord. Now there was at Joppa a 
disciple named Tabitha, which means 
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Dorcas. She was full of good works 
and acts of charity. In those days she 
fell sick and died; and when they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper 
room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, hearing that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him 
entreating him, "Please come to us 
without delay." So Peter rose and 
went with them. And when he had 
come, they took him to the upper 
room. All the widows stood beside 
him weeping, and showing tunics and 
other garments which Dorcas made 
while she was with them. But Peter 
put them all outside and knelt down 
and prayed; then turning to the body 
he said, "Tabitha, rise." And she 
opened her eyes, and when she saw 
Peter she sat up. And he gave her his 
hand and lifted her up. Then calling 
the saints and widows he presented 
her alive. And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many 
believed in the Lord. 

 

The Gospel According to  
John 5:1-15 

    At that time, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem 
by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew 
called Bethesda which has five 
porticoes. In these lay a multitude of 
invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, 
waiting for the moving of the water; 

for an angel of the Lord went down 
at certain seasons into the pool, and 
troubled the water; whoever stepped 
in first after the troubling of the 
water was healed of whatever 
disease he had. One man was there, 
who had been ill for thirty-eight 
years. When Jesus saw him and knew 
that he had been lying there a long 
time, he said to him, "Do you want to 
be healed?" The sick man answered 
him, "Sir, I have no man to put me 
into the pool when the water is 
troubled, and while I am going 
another steps down before me." 
Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your 
pallet, and walk." And at once the 
man was healed, and he took up his 
pallet and walked. 
    Now that day was the sabbath. So 
the Jews said to the man who was 
cured, "It is the sabbath, it is not 
lawful for you to carry your pallet." 
But he answered them, "The man 
who healed me said to me, 'Take up 
your pallet, and walk.' "They asked 
him, "Who is the man who said to 
you, 'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" 
Now the man who had been healed 
did not know who it was, for Jesus 
had withdrawn, as there was a crowd 
in the place. Afterward, Jesus found 
him in the temple, and said to him, 
"See, you are well! Sin no more, that 
nothing worse befall you." The man 
went away and told the Jews that it 
was Jesus who had healed him. 

*** 



 

Word of the week – Reflection 
Sunday of the Paralytic 

    Close to the Sheep's Gate in Jerusalem, 
there was a pool, which was called the 
Sheep's Pool. It had round about it five 
porches, that is, five sets of pillars 
supporting a domed roof. Under this roof 
there lay very many sick people with 
various maladies, awaiting the moving of 
the water. The first to step in after the 
troubling of the water was healed 
immediately of whatever malady he had. 
    It was there that the paralytic of 
today's Gospel way lying, tormented by 
his infirmity of thirty-eight years. When 
Christ beheld him, He asked him, "Wilt 
thou be made whole?" And he answered 
with a quiet and meek voice, "Sir, I have 
no man, when the water is troubled, to 
put me into the pool." The Lord said unto 
him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." 
And straightaway the man was made 
whole and took up his bed. Walking in 
the presence of all, he departed rejoicing 
to his own house. According to the 
expounders of the Gospels, the Lord 
Jesus healed this paralytic during the 
days of the Passover, when He had gone 
to Jerusalem for the Feast, and dwelt 
there teaching and working miracles. 
According to Saint John the Evangelist, 
this miracle took place on the Sabbath. 

Fourth Wednesday after Pascha: Mid-
Pentecost 

    After the Saviour had miraculously 
healed the paralytic, the Jews, especially 
the Pharisees and Scribes, were moved 
with envy and persecuted Him, and 
sought to slay Him, using the excuse that 
He did not keep the Sabbath, since He 
worked miracles on that day. Jesus then 
departed to Galilee. About the middle of 

the Feast of Tabernacles, He went up 
again to the Temple and taught. The 
Jews, marvelling at the wisdom of His 
words, said, "How knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned?" But Christ 
first reproached their unbelief and 
lawlessness, then proved to them by the 
Law that they sought to slay Him 
unjustly, supposedly as a despiser of the 
Law, since He had healed the paralytic on 
the Sabbath. Therefore, since the things 
spoken by Christ in the middle of the 
Feast of Tabernacles are related to the 
Sunday of the Paralytic that is just 
passed, and since we have already 
reached the midpoint of the fifty days 
between Pascha and Pentecost, the 
Church has appointed this present feast 
as a bond between the two great feasts, 
thereby uniting, as it were, the two into 
one, and partaking of the grace of them 
both. Therefore today's feast is called 
Mid-Pentecost, and the Gospel Reading, 
"At Mid-feast"--though it refers to the 
Feast of Tabernacles--is used. 
Third Finding of the Precious Head of St. 

John the Baptist (May 25th) 
    Because of the vicissitudes of time, the 
venerable head of the holy Forerunner 
was lost for a third time and 
rediscovered in Comana of Cappadocia 
through a revelation to 'a certain priest, 
but it was found not, as before, in a clay 
jar, but in a silver vessel, and "in a sacred 
place." It was taken from Comana to 
Constantinople and was met with great 
solemnity by the Emperor, the Patriarch, 
and the clergy and people. See also 
February 24. 
From goarch.org 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
Tuesday 
May 25 

6:00 pm Vespers, Litia, Matins – Mid-Pentecost 

Wednesday 
May 26 

10:00 am 
6:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy – Mid-Pentecost 
Paraklesis 

Saturday 
May 29 

10:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Vespers 

Sunday 
May 30 

9:00 am 
 

10:00 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy (Sunday of the Samaritan 
Woman) 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

 Happy birthday to Dimitry Mironidis (May 25th) and Antonia 

Pitsillides (May 28th). 

 Please see the sign up sheet for church cleaning. 
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