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Troparion (Resurrection), Tone 3 

Let the Heavens rejoice; let earthly things 

be glad; for the Lord hath wrought might 

with His arm, He hath trampled upon 

death by death. The first-born of the dead 

hath He become. From the belly of Hades 

hath He delivered us, and hath granted 

great mercy to the world. 

Seasonal Kontakion, Tone 3 
 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave 
to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * 
Who was before all the ages. * Dance for 
joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome 
tidings; * with the Angels and the 
shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing 
to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * 
before the ages is God. 
 

Prokeimenon. Grave Mode.  
Psalm 115.15,12 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 

his saints. 

Verse: What shall I render to the Lord for all 

that he has given me? 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the 

Colossians 3:4-11 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: 
fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. On account of these the 
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wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you 
once walked, when you lived in them. 

But now put them all away: anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk 
from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off 
the old nature with its practices and 
have put on the new nature, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after 
the image of its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, 
but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

 

The Gospel According to  
Luke 14 : 16-24 

The Lord said this parable: "A man 
once gave a great banquet, and 
invited many; and at the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, 'Come; 
for all is now ready.' But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first said 
to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go 
out and see it; I pray you, have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must 
go to examine them; I pray you, have 

me excused.' And another said, 'I 
have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.' So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then 
the householder in anger said to his 
servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
poor and maimed and blind and 
lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what 
you commanded has been done, and 
there is still room.' And the master 
said to the servant, 'Go out to the 
highways and hedges, and compel 
people to come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I tell you, none of 
those men who were invited shall 
taste my banquet. For many are 
called, but few are chosen." 

 

Word of the week  

St. Ephrem the Syrian writes, “The 
Lord of David and Son of David hid 
His glory in swaddling clothes. His 
swaddling clothes gave a robe of 
glory to human beings.” The Son of 
God is a gift to mankind, and He take 
up residence in the world. “This 
dwelling in the midst of Creation, as a 
part of it, makes God the Son close 
to, and available to, the surrounding 
creatures in a way that was not 
possible before. The presence of the 
Son here is a “personal” one that 
involves Him as a complete whole.” 
Exchanging gifts has become a 



 

universal Christmas tradition. I leave 
you with a question – “What is the 
best Christmas gift you can give 
another person?” For what God has 
given to us, what do we have to give 
back to Him and to His world? 

St. Cyril of Alexandria, + 444 A.D 

"He Who sits upon the sublime and 
heavenly Throne, now lies in a 
manger. And He Who cannot be 
touched, Who is simple, without 
complexity, and incorporeal, now lies 
subject to the hands of men. He Who 
has broken the bonds of sinners, is 
now bound by an infant's bands.” 

"Let the heavens be glad and the 
earth rejoice: for the Son who is co-
eternal with the Father, having his 
throne and like him without 
beginning, in his compassion and 

merciful love for mankind has 
submitted himself to emptying, 
according to the good pleasure and 
the counsel of the Father; and he has 
gone to dwell in a Virgin's womb that 
was sanctified beforehand by the 
Spirit, O marvel! God is come among 
men; he who cannot be contained is 
contained in a womb; the Timeless 
enters time; and strange wonder! His 
conception is without seed, his 
emptying is past telling; so great is 
this mystery! For God empties 
himself, takes flesh, and is fashioned 
as a creature, when the angel tells 
the pure Virgin of her conception: 
'Hail, thou who art full of grace; the 
Lord who has great mercy is with 
thee.” 

 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Tuesday 
December 19 

6:00 pm Vespers, Litia, Matins, Communion Prayer 

Wednesday 
December 20 

9:00 am 
 

Divine Liturgy – St. Ignatius Theophorus 
and St. John of Kronstadt 

Saturday 
December 23 

6:00 pm Vespers and Litia 

Sunday 
December, 24 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
4:00 pm 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 
Christmas Eve - Vespers and Litia 

Monday 
December, 25 

8:30 am 
9:30 am 
6:00pm 

Nativity of Our Lord - Matins 
Divine Liturgy 
Vespers and Litia 



 

Tuesday 
December, 26 

 
8:30 am 
9:30 am 
6:00 pm 

Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of God- 
Matins 
Divine Liturgy 
Vespers  

Wednesday 
December, 27 

9:00 am Divine Liturgy – Archdeacon Stephen 

 
Announcements: 

 
 Happy Birthday for Thomas Richard Burren (December 

18), Scott Burren (December 20), and Luke Yanka 

(December 23). 

 Happy Name Day for Stephen Giavara on St. Stephen 

day (December 27). 

 Flowers for Christmas, we need 2 bunches of baby’s 

breath and 2 dozen red roses to decorate around the 

icon, and also red/white carnations for the vases in front 

of the holy doors. 

 Anyone who is interested - Coffee Hour after Christmas 

Liturgy, we will have a Pot Luck in the parish apartment 

or in the Hall depending on how many people would like 

to join us to Celebrate Christmas. Please let Presbitera 

Camelia know if you would like to stay. 

 January 7th Icon from Nicula will be on pilgrimage to St. 

Michael’s Church. 

  We all put together this Coffee hours in order to 

persuade Santa Clause to stop to our church, drink a 

coffee and listen to some Carols today. 

 For those who have not donated their stewardship 

funds this year, please try to get donations in before the 

year’s end. 
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