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Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 2 

When you descended unto death, O 

Lord Who Yourself are Immortal Life, 

then did You mortify Hades by the 

lightning flash of Your Divinity. Also 

when you raised the dead from the 

nether world, all the Powers of the 

heavens were crying out, “O Giver of 

life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 

 

Seasonal Kontakion Tone 4 

On this day of Christ’s divine 
Transfiguration human nature in 

advance splendidly shines with light 
divine, and with great joy we all cry 
aloud, ”Christ is transfigured in glory 
and saves us all.” 

 

Prokeimenon. Mode 2.  
Psalm 117.14,18 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 

Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely. 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to 

the Corinthians 9:2-12 

Brethren, you are the seal of my 
apostleship in the Lord. This is my 
defense to those who would examine 
me. Do we not have the right to our 
food and drink? Do we not have the 
right to be accompanied by a wife, as 
the other apostles and the brothers of 
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only 
Barnabas and I who have no right to 
refrain from working for a living? Who 
serves as a soldier at his own 
expense? Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit? Who 
tends a flock without getting some of 
the milk? Do I say this on human 
authority? Does not the law say the 
same? For it is written in the law of 
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Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox 
when it is treading out the grain." Is it 
for oxen that God is concerned? Does 
he not speak entirely for our sake? It 
was written for our sake, because the 
plowman should plow in hope and the 
thresher thresh in hope of a share in 
the crop. If we have sown spiritual 
good among you, is it too much if we 
reap your material benefits? If others 
share this rightful claim upon you, do 
not we still more? Nevertheless, we 
have not made use of this right, but 
we endure anything rather than put 
an obstacle in the way of the gospel of 
Christ. 

 

 

The Gospel According to  
Matthew 18:23-35  

 
The Lord said this parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. When he 
began the reckoning, one was brought 
to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents; and as he could not pay, his 
lord ordered him to be sold, with his 
wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring 

him, 'Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.' And out 
of pity for him the lord of that servant 
released him and forgave him the 
debt. But that same servant, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat 
he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his 
fellow servant fell down and besought 
him, 'Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.' He refused and went and 
put him in prison till he should pay the 
debt. When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, 'You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you besought me; and should 
not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?' And in anger his lord delivered 
him to the torturers, till he should pay 
all his debt. So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart." 

 

St. Martyr Constantine Brancoveanu 
and his sons: Constantine, Stefan, 

Radu and Matei 

 

The holy Prince Constantine 
Brancoveanu, the son of Prince 



 

Matthew Basarab, was born in 1654. 
When his parents died, he was raised 
and educated by his uncle, 
Constantine Cantacuzino. When 
another uncle, Prince Serban 
Cantacuzino died on on October 19, 
1688, Constantine was chosen to 
succeed him as Prince of the 
Romanian Land (Wallachia). Saint 
Constantine was a wise and just ruler 
who was guided by Christian 
principles, and worked for the benefit 
of his people. He also built and 
restored many churches and 
monasteries. His philanthropy 
extended even into Transylvania and 
Moldavia, which were ruled by others. 

In 1714, after a reign of twenty-five 
years, Saint Constantine, his sons, and 
his sons-in-law were arrested by 
soldiers sent to Bucharest by Sultan 
Ahmed III (1703-1730).The prisoners 
were brought to Constantinople, 
where they were tortured for four 
months. Prince Constantine was told 
that if he and his sons wanted to 
escape death, they would have to 
convert to Islam and pay a large sumof 
money. Constantine did not have the 
money required by the Turks, and he 
did not wish to convert to the Moslem 
faith. 

 

Seeing that neither tortures nor 
threats would induce the prisoners to 
forsake Christ, the Turks sentenced 
them to death. 

 Before his own execution, Saint 
Constantine had to watch as his sons 
were beheaded before his eyes. 

On the Feast of the Dormition (August 
15), the sixty-year-old prince, his sons, 
and his counsellor Ianache Vacarescu 
died as martyrs for Christ. Their 
bodies were left unburied for three 
days, then they were thrown into the 
sea. Their relics were recovered by 
Orthodox Christians who brought 
them to the Monastery of the 
Theotokos on the island of Chalki. 

Saint Constantine’s wife Marica 
brought his holy relics back to 
Bucharest and placed them in the 
church of Saint George the New, 
which he had founded. He was 
glorified by the Orthodox Church of 
Romania in 1992. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Monday 
August 13 

6:30 am 
6:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Paraklesis 

Tuesday 
August 14 

6:00 pm Paraklesis 

Wednesday 
August 15 

8:30 am 
9:00 am 
6:00 pm 

Akathist of Holy Mother Dormition 
Divine Liturgy  
Paraklesis 

Thursday 
August 16 

8:30 am 
 

Divine Liturgy for St. Brancoveni 
 

Saturday 
August 18 

6:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday 
August 19 

8:30 am 
9:30 am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 
Announcements: 

 
 Parish golf tournament – Sunday, September 8, 12pm. 

Please contact Luke Yanka if you are interested. 

 Festival at Sts. Anargyroi Greek Orthodox Church in 

Marlborough, MA – Saturday, September 1, 12pm to 11pm; 

Sunday, September 2, 12pm to 11pm; Monday, September 

3, 12pm to 5pm. 

 Confession – It is important that all Orthodox Christians 

confess at least once during each of the four fasts of the 

year. Please contact Fr. John to schedule a time for 

confession. 

 Fundraising for buying clothes for children in Romania. Talk 

with Preoteasa/Presbitera Camelia 
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