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Troparion (Resurrection), Tone 8 

From on high didst Thou descend, O 

Compassionate One; to burial of three 

days hast Thou submitted that Thou 

mightest free us from our passions. O our 

Life and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to 

Thee. 

Troparion, St. Maximus, Tone 3 

By an outpouring of the Holy Spirit thou 

didst pour forth Christ's sacred teachings. 

Thou didst expound with divine authority 

the self-emptying of God the Word and 

wast radiant in thy confession of the True 

Faith. Glorious Father Maximos, pray to 

Christ our God to grant us His great mercy. 

 

Epistle 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to 

Timothy 4:9-15 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance. For to 
this end we toil and suffer reproach, 
because we have our hope set on the 
living God, who is the Savior of all 
men, especially of those who believe. 
Command and teach these things. 
Let no one despise your youth, but 
set the believers an example in 
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity. Till I come, attend to the 
public reading of scripture, to 
preaching, to teaching. Do not 
neglect the gift you have, which was 
given you by prophetic utterance 
when the council of elders laid their 
hands upon you. Practice these 
duties, devote yourself to them, so 
that all may see your progress. 

Thirty second Sunday after 

Penticost 

St. Maximus the Confessor 

 

 

St. Silouan the Athonite 
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The Gospel According to  
Luke 19 : 1-10 

At that time, Jesus was passing 
through Jericho. And there was a 
man named Zacchaios; he was a chief 
collector, and rich. And he sought to 
see who Jesus was, but could not, on 
account of the crowd, because he 
was small of stature. So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was 
to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and 
said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste 
and come down; for I must stay at 
your house today." So he made haste 
and came down, and received him 
joyfully. And when they saw it they 
all murmured, "He has gone in to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner." 
And Zacchaios stood and said to the 
Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded any one of anything, I 
restore it fourfold." And Jesus said  to 
him, "Today salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of man came 
to seek and to save the lost." 

 

Word for the week – reflection 

Concerning Repentance and Spiritual 
Warfare (Exerpt from the book We 
shall See Him as He is by 
Archimandrite Sophrony Sakharov) 

The whole of our earthly life, from 
birth to our last breath, in its final 
conclusion will appear as a single act 
without duration in time. Its content 
and quality will be seen at a glance. 
Imagine an absolutely clear glass 
filled with water. One look will tell 
whether the water is clean or not, 
and if dirty, how dirty. So will it be 
with us when we cross into the other 
world. Every impulse, however 
transient, of our heart, every 
thought, leaves its mark on the 
general sum of our life. Suppose that 
just once during the whole course of 
my earthly existence an evil thought  
crossed my mine – murder, for 
instance [cf. Matt.15:19]. This single 
thought will leave a black spot on the 
body of my life, unless it be wiped 
out by repentant self-condemnation. 
Nothing can be hidden: ”There is 
nothing covered, that shall not be 
revealed; neither hid, that shall not 
be known” [Luke 12:2-3]. We often 
reassure ourselves with the thought 
that nobody saw us, no one knows 



 

what we think or do. But when we 
begin to strive our utmost to prepare 
for eternity, everything is different 
and we yearn to be rid of all that is 
soiled within us. 

‘If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceived ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness’ [I John 1:8-9]. 
Through sincere repentence and 
vigorous self-conviction before God 
and our fellows the inner man is 
cleansed – the water in the glass, 
passed through the spiritual filter of 
repentance, becomes pure again. 
Hence, when I confess, I charge 
myself with every evil, since I cannot 
find any sin in the whole world that I 
have not commited, if only by 
permitting it to flash through my 
mind. The very possibility of such an 
impulse of my spirit shows my sinful 
state. And who can be quite sure that 
he is beyond the reach of wicked 
ideas? And where is the guarantee 
that the moment when a bad 
thought comes to me will not be 
transmuted into eternity? 

So long as we have life there is the 
possibility of reformation; but what 
happens to us after we depart hence, 
we do not yet know. On the material 
plane a mass, given a sufficiently 

powerful thrust, can theoretically, 
once it has left the sphere of gravity, 
fly at great speed for ever in infinite 
cosmic space. Will it not be thus with 
the soul? Drawn by love for God, 
having left the body, the soul will go 
to God; or, contrariwise – having 
discarded God, she will be ‘cast out 
into outer darkness’ [Matt. 8:12], into 
the never-ending torment which is 
the opposite of a state of love. 
Therefore, in so far as we are able to 
see ourselves, we must throughly 
confess our sins lest we carry them 
with us after we die….To know that 
even before the foundation of the 
world we were chosen to be perfect 
[cf. Matt. 5-48; Eph. 2-10 and 1:4-5] is 
vital if we are to live as we should. To 
minimise God’s initial idea for us is 
not just an error but a really black 
sin. Those who do not see in 
themselves and, worse, do not see in 
their brethren any permanent worth 
become like wild beasts in their 
mutual relations, and readily take to 
slaughtering each other. Oh, what a 
paradoxical mixture is man – on the 
one hand he inspires delight and 
wonder; on the other, sad 
bewilderment at his cruelty and 
savagery. The soul decides to pray for 
the world but such prayer never 
attains its ultimate purpose, since no 
one and nothing can deprive people 
of the freedom to yield to evil, to 
prefere drakness to light.

 



 

 

 
 

Liturgical Schedule for this week 
 

Wednesday 
January, 24 

6:00pm Paraklesis 

Saturday 
January, 27 

8:30am 
6:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy  
Vespers  

Sunday 
January, 28 

9:00am 
10:00am 

Matins 
Divine Liturgy 

 
Announcements: 

 
 Happy Name day for Maxim Yanka on St. Maximus the 

Confessor feast day (January 21). 

 Happy birthday for Symeon Downie (January 25). 

 Snacks for Southbridge’s schools: we need more 

snacks. Everyone is welcomed to donate either money to 

buy healthy snacks or you can bring healthy snacks 

(fruit, crackers, etc.) Any help is greatly appreciated!! 

Contact Presbitera Camelia. 

 Schedule Time for House Blessings – Fr. John. 

 Sunday, February 11 – General Assembly Meeting. 

 Coffee hour sponsored by Paul and Carol Pora. 
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